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Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum

Fall 2011 Student Essay Contest

The Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum
ISP eased to announce its

Eleventh annual Student Essay Contest

The April 19, 1995, bombing of the Alfred P Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City occurred because one person chose violence as a means to express
disagreement and effect change — and 168 innocent people were killed. The
quotations selected for the Fall 2011 Student Essay Contest are from people with a
personal connection to the bombing, and highlight the importance of kindness,
resilience and hope in the way we live our lives.

We are grateful to Allegiance Credit Union for sponsoring this

contest, and proud of our continued partnership. The Federal

Employees Credit Union, which changed its name to Allegiance
Credit Union in 2003, was located on the third floor of the Murrah Building and lost 18 of its 33
employees in the bombing. Six of the surviving employees were seriously injured. With the
assistance of other credit unions and volunteers, they were able to reopen within 48 hours at a
temporary site furnished by Tinker Federal Credit Union. “The legacy of FECU, the restoration,
and continued growth as Allegiance Credit Union makes members and employees alike, proud to
be credit union people,” said Lynette Leonard, Allegiance Credit Union President/CEO.
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Essay Topics

5th and 6th Grades
“We all have the power and capacity to bring about change in the
world. I will always remember the little acts of kindness — a cup of
coffee, the way a sandwich was prepared, rain gear and much more. | was a
witness to kindness and the difference it makes in the world”
— Rev. Wendy Lambert, Family Member

Rev. Lambert experienced the power of kindness at a difficult time in her life. Describe
a time when someone treated you with kindness OR describe a time when you treated
someone with kindness. Explain how that experience affected you and what kind of
difference it has made in your life.

7th and 8th Grades
“Our community could easily have responded to McVeigh's hate with
more hate, but we didn't The Memorial is a very special place where, in
1995, profound loss was met with profound love, beyond measure.”
— Bob Johnson, Founding Chair, Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum

Mr. Johnson emphasizes the power of responding to hatred and loss with love and
kindness. Why is it important to show each other love and kindness, especially after
another person may have acted in anger or hatred? What can you do to show people in
your community the power of love in overcoming loss and pain?

9th and 10th Grades
“I have worked hard not to make the bombing the centerpiece of my life,
but to give it the proper perspective. | wanted to show my sons that when
bad things happen, it is important to be resilient — to work hard and keep
moving forward.” — Mary Mowady, Survivor

Ms. Mowdy acknowledges the impact of the bombing on her life, but she also
emphasizes the importance — not only for herself, but also as an example for her sons
— of responding to such an event with determination and resolve. Reflect on an
experience in which you showed resilience in responding to adversity. What motivated
you to continue moving forward? How did your response influence others who
observed you? Why is it important to move past difficult events in our lives?

11th and 12th Grades
“It is important to remember that the majority of people are good and
we can’'t live our lives in fear.”
— Chief Bill Citty, Oklahoma City Police Department, First Responder

Chief Citty reminds us that there is more good than evil in the world. Describe an
experience you have had which affirmed your belief in the goodness of people. Why
is it important to have such a belief? What are the consequences of a life of cynicism
and fear?
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Eligibility  The contestis open to all public, private, parochial or home school students in grades
5-12. All student essays must be accompanied by a Student Release and Teacher
Registration form. The Teacher Registration form should be completed by a teacher or counselor.
Parents may complete the form for students they homeschool. If the student is participating
independently, he/she must select a teacher or counselor to review his/her essay and complete the
Teacher Registration form. Essays not accompanied by both a Student Release and Teacher
Registration form will not be considered for judging.

Suggested Word Count Grades 5-6.......ccourverrerinn, 350 words
Grades 7-8 ..o, 350 words
Grades 9-10 .......cccoecvevnn. 500 words
Grades 11-12......c.ccccoeuvern. 500 words
Prizes ISt Prize..ceeene,
2nd Prize

3rd Prize
Prizes awarded in each category

Notification of Winners  Winners will be contacted by phone or email. A list of the winners will be
posted on the Memorial website, www.OklahomaCityNationalMemorial.org.

Recognition  All winners will be recognized in early December. Winning essays will be included in
the Virtual Archives at the Oklahoma City National Memorial Museum for one year.

Submission  Teachers who submit multiple entries need only submit one Teacher Registration form with
the essays. Only one essay per student may be submitted. Entries must be typed, double-spaced.
All entries must be received no later than Friday, November 11, 2011.

Submit your essay online (preferred) Please submit your essay and complete the Student
Release form online at www.OklahomaCityNationalMemorial.org/essaycontest. The Teacher Registration
form can also be completed online.

Submit your essay via fax or mail  Entries may be submitted by fax at 405.235.3315, by mail to
Student Essay Contest, PO Box 323, Oklahoma City, OK 73101, or delivered to the Memorial at 620
N Harvey Avenue. Each entry must be accompanied by a Student Release and Teacher Registration form.

Judging Essays will be judged by educators and community leaders. Names are removed from
essays during the judging process. The decision of the judges is final.

Criteria  Essays will be judged on originality, adherence to topic, and proper grammar, spelling
and punctuation.

Standards  The Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum’s Fall 2011 Essay Contest meets
several state and national standards for Language Arts.

Oklahoma Language Arts PASS objectives
www.sde.state.ok.us/Curriculum/PASS/Subject/langarts.pdf
National English Language Arts standards
www.ncte.org/standards

Submission Checklist  Please make sure the following items are completed before submission:
« Is your essay typed and double-spaced?
« Has your teacher reviewed your essay and completed the Teacher Registration form?
= Is your Student Release form complete with proper signatures and contact information?

Essalys not accompanied by both_a Student Release and Teacher Registration form
will not be considered for judging.









